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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PINS, CASC, MI, ZA 

SUBJ: TEMPORARY CLOSURE OE MALAWI-ZAMBIA LAND BORDER 

REE: LILONGWE 1403 

1. EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED CONELICTING ANSWERS FROM 
MALAWI POLICE ON REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION ON STATUS 
OF MALAWI-ZAMBIA BORDER. ONE SENIOR POLICE OFEICIAL 
AND THE IMMIGRATION OFFICER AT THE MCHINJI BORDER POSST 
CONFIRMED THAT CERTAIN TRAVELERS ARE BEING REFUSED 
ENTRY FROM ZAMBIA BY LAND. BOTH USED THE TERM QUOTE 
TEMPORARY CLOSURE UNQUOTE OE THE BORDER BUT WOULD NOT 
SAY WHY OR EOR HOW LONG BORDER WILL BE CLOSED. OTHER 
POLICE AND IMMIGRATION OFFICERS DENY THAT ANY TRAVEL 
RESTRICTIONS ARE IN EFFECT. SPECIFICALLY, EMBOFF WAS 
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TOLD BY ONE POLICEMAN THAT THE AMCIT REFUSED ENTRY 
PER REFTEL ON SEPT 5 WAS NOT TURNED BACK BECAUSE OE 
ANY BORDER CLOSURE. THE EMBASSY WAS INVITED TO WRITE 
TO THE DEPUTY CHIEF IMMIGRATION OFFICER EOR AN EXPLA- 
NATION OF THIS PARTICULAR CASE. 

2. THERE IS NO INDICATION THAT ANY RESTRICTIONS EXIST 
FOR LAND TRAVEL FROM MALAWI TO ZAMBIA, ONLY FROM 
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ZAMBIA TO MALAWI. 

3. NEITHER THE ZAMBIAN NOR BRITISH HIGH COMMISSION 
IN LILONGWE WRE AWARE OF ANY TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS. 

THEY DID REPORT, HOWEVER, THAT DURING THIS YEAR'S 
MALAWI NATIONAL WEEK CELEBRATIONS, JULY 3-9, SOME 
OF THEIR NATIONALS WERE REFUSED ENTY TO MALAWI AT 
MCHINJI BORDER POST WITHOUT APPARENT JUSTIFICATION. 

4. EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT GOM IS RESTRICTING ENTRY 
AT ZAMBIAN BORDER MOST LIKELY AS A SECURITY PRE- 
CAUTION IN CONNECTION WITH PRESIDENT BANDA'S CURRENT 
VISIT TO MALAWI'S CENTRAL REGION. THIS IS NOT A NORMAL 
PROCEDURE. BANDA IS SCHEDULED TO REMAIN IN CENTRAL 
REGION UNTIL SEPT 14. 

5. EMBASSY RECOMMENDS THAT AMERICAN TRAVELERS BE 
ADVISED TO POSTPONE LAND TRAVEL FROM ZAMBIA TO MALAWI'S 
CENTRAL REGION (DISTRICTS OE MCHINJI, KASUNGU, LILONGWE, 
DEDZA, NTCHEU, NKHOTAKOTA, SALIMA, DOWA AND NTCHISI) 
UNTIL AFTER SEPT 14. 

SHEINBAUM 
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